Lectures 2012 on Nicomachean Ethics

Page 3


Study Questions for NE Book I

Based on translation in Readings in Ancient Greek Philosophy (2011)
Last revised on October 12, 2012

Chapter 1

1. How does Aristotle initially describe the good? (1094a) 

What division does he make among ends? 

Explain: the hierarchy of ends corresponds to the hierarchy of goods. . . . to the hierarchy of actions, arts and sciences. 

2. Do we choose everything for something else? (a20) 

 
3. What science studies the highest good? 

Why is it so called (i.e. politike) ? (b6‑10) 
Chapter 3
4. What methodological point does Aristotle make at 1094b13‑15, b20‑23? See also 1098a26‑35. 

5. Why does Aristotle implicitly require of his listeners that they already be "educated" before they listen to his lectures on politics? (What does "educated" seem to mean?) (1094 b23‑1095a2) 

6. What further reasons does Aristotle give for excluding immature people from the audience of his political lectures? (1095a3‑11) 
Chapter 4

7. What distinction does Aristotle make at 1095b2‑5? 

How do we get the principles from which to begin? 

How does this point relate to his earlier requirements for listening to lectures on political science?

Chapter 5

8. What three conceptions of the best life does Aristotle distinguish? (1095b14‑1096a5) 

Chapter 7

Why are the first two incomplete? (1096a6‑11) 

Why does Aristotle exclude money‑making as part of the good life? Discuss: “Aristotle's discussion of the conceptions of the ‘best life’ is flawed because he denies that anyone can really pursue wealth for its own sake.

9. What characteristics does Aristotle attribute to the good? (1097a18‑20; 28‑31; 1097b8‑16) 

 
10. When is it true to say that X is a "more complete good" than Y? that X is "complete without qualification"? (1097a30-35

11. What does A. mean by “self-sufficient”? (1097b14-16) 

Why is happiness most choiceworthy? (1097b16-20) 


12. How does Aristotle reach the conclusion that the human good is the activity of the soul in accord with virtue? (1098a16; begin from 1097b24) 

What does he then add at 1098a18‑20? 

13. How does Aristotle block the demand to deduce the premises of his argument from yet more ultimate principles? (1098b1‑5) 

 
How, for Aristotle, do we acquire principles in political inquiry? (Review question)

Chapter 9

14. In what respect is happiness reached by human effort alone? (chapter 9, 1099b15‑1100a5) 
Chapter 13
15. What does the paragraph at 1102a7‑12 (in chapter 13) tell us about Aristotle's purposes in studying virtue (the major topic of the Nicomachean Ethics)? 

 
16. Why does he undertake an inquiry about the soul? 

Why is this digression brief and limited? (1102a13‑28) 

17. What two parts of the soul does Aristotle distinguish?(1102a27-29) 

What does he tell us about the wholly nonrational part? (1102a34‑1102b13; b30-31) 

18. Into what two parts is the remaining part subdivided? (1102b13‑1103a4)
How does this last distinction help account for the difference (among people who have a correct general idea of what should be done) between people who give into temptation (incontinent), people who resist temptation (continent) and people who are not tempted (brave or temperate)? (1102 b13‑1103 a4) 

